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SUBJECT: LETTER TO PRESIDENT CARTER FROM PRESIDENT-ELECT GUZMAN 

1 . FOLLOWING IS INFORMAL EMBASSY TRANSLATION OF LETTER TO 
PRESIDENT CARTER FROM PRESIDENT-ELCT ANTONIO GUZMAN, DATED 
JULY 14 AND DELIVERED BY HAND TO EMBASSY JULY 24. PROPOSED 
REPLY FOLLOWS SEPTEL: 

QUOTE 

HIS EXCELLENCY 
JAMES E. CARTER 

PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
WHITE HOUSE 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 

DEAR PRESIDENT CARTER: 

FOLLOWING THE OFFICIAL ACKNOWLEDGEMENT BY THE CENTRAL ELECTORAL 

BOARD OF OUR TRIUMPH IN THE PAST ELECTIONS, I AM VERY 

PLEASED TO TAKE THIS OPPORTUNITY TO EXPRESS TO YOU, ONCE AGAIN, 

MY THANKS FOR THE NOBLE INTEREST WHICH YOU HAVE 
DEMONSTRATED FOR THE SURVIVAL OF DEMOCRACY AND WELL- 
BEING OF MY COUNTRY AND MY PEOPLE. 
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ON THIS OCCASION, PERMIT ME TO REITERATE MY WISH THAT 
YOU HONOR US WITH YOUR PRESENCE IN THE CEREMONIES OF THE 
TURNOVER OF GOVERNMENT, WHICH WILL BE HELD NEXT AUGUST 16, 
AND WHICH WILL HAVE GREAT SIGNIFICANCE FOR REPRESENTATIVE 
DEMOCRACY IN THE DOMINICAN NATION AND IN LATIN AMERICA. 
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AS PRESIDENT OF THE DOMINICAN REPUBLIC, I INTEND, 

AS FUNDAMENTAL GOALS OF THE GOVERNMENT WHICH I WILT. 

PRESIDE, TO STRENGTHEN DEMOCRATIC INSTITUTIONALIZATION 
AND TO ACHIEVE A HARMONIOUS ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT WHICH 
BENEFITS DOMINICANS AT EVERY SOCIAL LEVEL. IN THIS LATTER 
MATTER, WE PROPOSE TO RE-ORIENT PUBLIC INVESTMENT TOWARDS 
EDUCATION, HEALTH, ENERGY AND AGRICULTURE. THESE LAST TWO 
FIELDS ARE OF VITAL IMPORTANCE SINCE OUR COUNTRY IS EMINENTLY 
AGRICULTURAL AND WE ARE AWARE OF THE SERIOUSNESS OF THE ENERGY 
PROBLEM IN ANY DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM, WHETHER SHORT, MEDIUM, 

OR LONG TERM. 

I WISH TO SHARE WITH YOU MY CONCERN FOR THE ECONOMIC SITUATION 
IN WHICH THE PRESENT GOVERNMENT WILL LEAVE THE COUNTRY, 

WHICH HAS BECOME AGGRAVATED IN THE PAST DAYS WITH UNPLANNED 
MEASURES OF SALARY INCREASES, SUPPRESSION OF TAXES WHICH 
CONSIDERABLY REDUCE THE PUBLIC INCOME, INITIATION OF CON 
STRUCTION OF PROJECTS OF CONSIDERABLE COST AND OTHER STEPS 
WHICH GREATLY BIND MY ADMINISTRATION. 

IN ADDITION TO THIS WORRISOME ECONOMIC PANORAMA, I SHOULD 
MENTION THE CRISE IN OUR SUGAR INDUSTRY, THE DE- 
CAPITALIZATION OF OUR STATE BANK, THE BANCO DE RESERVAS 
OF THE DOMINICAN REPUBLIC, THE GENERAL CONTRACTION OF IN 
DUSTRIAL AND COMMERCIAL ACTIVITY, AND OTHER PROBLEMS WHICH 
WE WILL HAVE TO FACE AND WHICH WE ARE SURE WE WILL BE ABLE 
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TO OVERCOME THROUGH PLANNED AND COHERENT ACTIONS UTILIZING 
AVAILABLE RESOURCES. 

FACING THIS SITUATION, I HAVE CONSIDERED IT TIMELY TO 
UNDERTAKE A DIAGNOSTIC STUDY OF THE PRESENT STATE OF THE NATIONAL 
ECONOMY. THIS STUDY IS BEING PREPARED BY DISTINGUISHED NATIONAL 
ECONOMISTS, AND IT WOULD BE OF GREAT INTEREST TO COUNT ON THE 
COOPERATION OF ECONOMISTS FROM FRIENDLY COUNTRIES SUCH AS 
THE UNITED STATES, THE FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF GERMANY, ENGLAND 
AND BRAZIL. IN THIS RESPECT, WE HOPE WE CAN COUNT ON YOUR 
VALUABLE COOPERATION AND THAT OF INTERNATIONAL INSTITUTIONS 
SUCH AS THE INTERAMERICAN DEVELOPMENT BANK AND THE 
WORLD BANK. 

AS PRESIDENT-ELECT, I HAVE THE FIRM OBJECTIVE THAT MY REGIME 
BE MARKED BY THE PRINCIPLES OF A FREE SOCIETY WHERE SOCIAL 
JUSTICE MAY BE ACHIEVED. I WILL BE VERY PLEASED TO COLLA- 
BORATE CLOSELY WITH YOUR GOVERNMENT AND YOURSELF, WITHIN 
THE FRAMEWORK OF A WESTERN HEMISPHERE FORMED BY COUNTRIES 
WHICH STRUGGLE TO ACHIEVE A WORLD WHERE HUMAN RIGHTS ARE FULLY 
OBSERVED. 
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PERMIT ME, MR. PRESIDENT, TO CONVEY TO YOU THE SENTIMENTS 
OF MY HIGHEST CONSIDERATION AND ESTEEM, I AM 

SINCERELY YOURS, 

S. ANTONIO GUZMAN 
PRESIDENT-ELECT OF THE 
DOMINICAN REPUBLIC 

UNQUOTE 

2. TEXT OF LETTER BEING POUCHED. 

YOST 
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